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It is anoſt berrible fone andfpame for Chriftiant to line 
6; " in ſtrife and contention. 
- wa Qur " ++nxqpat ufeftions ave the taxſe of cantey\., 


'L |! = iO, rbrewng or 
bargame of it, 


Earth minded nity are ſtill ſubreit to bee vexed with 


i Projer is the beſt woes to bee _—_ 
things, 


ajers, who arke of him earthly thing: for Worldly refpeits, 
Fe 7 It lc adangerons and danmable kind of eric to ſes 


our mind: on earthly things, 
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REMEDIE AGATNST 
Private Coritentions.. 


Taurs 4-1. &Cc. 


1 From whence are wars and contentions among you ? aye 


h they not hence,enen of your luſt;, that fight im your member: ? 


2 Ye luſt and hane not< ye ennie and bane indignation, and 
cannot obtame : yee fight and warre and get ncctivg, becanſe 
pee arke not. F 
3 Te ache and receine not, becauſe yee arke amiſſe, that yee 
wg bt conſume it on your laſts, 
4 Tee rAdwulterer; and Adnitereſſer know ye n0t that the 
awitie of the world is the enmity of God? Whoſoeney thare« 
forewill be a friend to the world, maketh bimſelfe the enemie 


the former Chapter the Apoſtle 
had ſHarpely reproued them for 


them, perſwading them vnto 

ace and louing agreement : 

t becaule they Kould bee rea- 
dy to an({were,, that they liked 
| well enoughof- peace and vnity, 
but they had ſo many wrongs and indigvities, ſo many 
occaſions of griefe and diſcontentment offered vnto them, 
that they could not auoide brawles and jatres; and there- 
fore they were aottobe blamed for their diſlenfibns, =_ 

Az 


\ X I fs 


that bitter envying and firife. 
and contention-that was among , 


F 


Obreltion..., 


An'ser. 


| Obietion, 
Anſwer, 


4. QA Remedie ogainſt 


all the fault was 4 tharpronoked them hereunta, 
To this he an{weres in the þeginning of this Chiprer ; 


| Gaying;! 


ewirresand comtentions among you ? 
arcl if hence, enen of your buſt? As if hee ſhuuld have 
ſaid, Wi ow lay the fault of your _—, and con- 
tending zothers? ifyou'doc ſo, you linic know your 
owne heats? for all your d:\tempers procecd from no 0+ 
thercaule} bur from_yout.owne luſts, that is; yourouers 
cagcr defire of earthly things, v:z. of protir, pleaſure, or 
credit: and theſe firong worldly affeQtions muſt needs 
bring forth ſuch efteRs, becauſe they fight in your mem- 
bers,thatis, in the powers of your ſoule clpecially ;yerſo, 


- * as alſotheybreake forth and thew themfelucs in the parts 


of the body. They trouble yourminds and memories, and 
diſquict your wils and atteQtions, cauſing you one while 
tothinke well of ſuch a thing or ſuch a perſon, and by and 
by to diſlike the ſame : one while to wiſh for this or that + 
preſently after,not to care for it, nay many times to abhor 
it : hence ariſcth a cluill warre (as it were) within your 
ſlues, andrthence itis chat you contend with others #for 
be will accord with none that canrior agree with him? 
lelfe, / : 

Next he ſets before them the effe of theſe worldly dez 


ſites, verl. 2, Te luſt and haut not, as who ſhould lay, what - 


doe you get by giving place vntoyour laſts ? the moreyout 
lult,the lefle-yyou have. 


And where they might thinake themfclues hardly char- 


ged, and that this accufation of carthly luſts and affeRi- 
ons could not be proued again{tthem : Yes ſaith hee Yit 
will plainely appeare bythe ofteQt;, ia thatyee enuie, and 
hauc indignation one 2gainſt anocher :now if you did nog 
care for and lout the world you would never enuic thoſe 
that goe beyond;you in worldly things, 

Further it izadded, Tee fight and Warre.and pet nothing, 
Then belike(rmghr fone ſay ) wee are not Gods children, 
if things be thus farre amiſſe on our parts, andCod 3lfy 
dcalc 1o ſeuctely with vs. eAvſv, Nay, the Apoltte doth 

| - Hot 


] 
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pot conclude guy ſuch mattes, burifaieg-thus much in ef- 
ſe, you may$e. Chriſtians (many of you )rhough very 
cacnall-Chriftians, ard [chifdren you may bee; though il! 
children : neither isthe” Lord to'bee charged wirhrouer- 
ſcuere dealing no, it is not the hardneſle of the farther, 
that will not grant, bue the badneſſe-of the thildren char 
will notaske ;-that is the-:caule why you” get -nething : (0 
that it wasnotthewam of frienrds;nor the want ofameancs 
that cauſed thenrtobeinneceſſity;burthe wantef prayer; 
and ſo conſequently'of a fairhfullheart, and fitted to re- 
ceiue the thingsrhey prayed for. 


But herethey would replic agains,Cas hypocrifie makes ObietHion. 
men full of ſhifting) and fay, youcharge vstharwee doe _ 


not pray: that isnor ſo, I have prayed againeandaga) 


Ine 
and yet am neuer the-betrer. Indeed (faith hee.) Tedanke; Anſwer. 


and yetyee receine not: and, why ? Betanſe ye arhe amifſtiAs 
ifhe had ſaid, if ye ſpeede not in prayer, it is certaineallis 
not well in your prayers: for thatis'a key to open Gods 
rreaſurie :neicher is his care ever (Iagagaintt che-taichfull 
ſupplications of: his ſeruants » and ideby dothritappeare 
that you aske amiſle, in that yeaske, That ye mught'ronſione 
it »00n your [ufts, They would not be ſoablyrdzasto fay fo 
to God, Lord giue me this, that Imay bettow:it ypon my 
luſts: bur chat was their purpoſe & intent; which is euident 


by chis, chat che ſcope and drift of their petitions wasfor + 


earthly ehing»:1t they were heke, oh how carnelt would 
they be for health / if in debe, what-imporiuniry would 
they vie to get ont of it? and fo for other the like matters: 
but why did they aske theſe worldly things? Ewen for 
worldly reſpc&s: not torſewuerod better, bur to ſerue 
thefn(clues : they defired health, thar-rhey might purſue 
their commodities, or follow their pleaſures aad delights: 
they asked wealth, tothe intent they might hold vp their 
heads with the beft, that they - might haue larger main- 
renance, that they might betcer their apparel], aad their 
gdier,&c, 


What if we doe delice theſe things inthoſe regards? is Obieftion, . 


A} that 


—— 
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that any ſuch great faule? I will cell you (faith the holy 

hoſt) Tee adwulterers, and adaltereſſer,cc. As if he ſhould 
__ ſaid, you wretched and fibfull men and women ; doe 
you imagine thar God doth beſtow theſethings ypon you 
that you ſhould abuſe themto his diſhonour, and to the 
ixfying of your owne carnall defires ? Your health 
toidlenciſe and wantonveſle, your wealth to pride and cx- 
cefle; thivis farre from the. Lords meaning, And the hay- 
nouſneſſe of this finnne will appcare evidentlyby the (imi- 
lirude heere vſed : pit caſe a wife ſhould be alwaics whi- 
ning for mogey and larger allowance, and would neuer 
let G husband bee ar peace,bue nightand day be at him 
for the granting of her requeſt, and her husband ſhould 
demaund of her what ſhe would doe with it? if ſhe ſhould 
aunſwere, I haue an affettion to ſuch an adulterer, and 1 
haue maintained him thus long, and would faine haue him 
tobe in his braverie ſtill; would this ſuite pleaſe her huſ- 
band? Nay, would hee not abhorre boch her and herre- 
queſt? yet this is the caſe of all carthly minded men: they 
would faine hauc theſe ourwad things, and what would 
they doe with them ? euen fpend them ypon their owne 
luſtes, and that is tocommir ſpirituall fornication againſt 
the Lord : in which regard he is ſo round with them in this 
place; Tee adwulterers, and adultereſſer, know ye not that the 
lone of the world is the enmitie of God? it is not onelie ſpiri- 
tuall adulteric, but enmitic againſt God : in ſo much that 
he concludeth in the words immediatly following : be» 


ſoener therefore willbee a friend of the world : that is, line as 


worldly men doe , for his diet, for his apparell, for his 
car riage, for his drifts and purpoſes, &c. ſuch an one 
maketh himſelfe the ememie of God: he is {o indeede what- 
ſocucr he conceive of Gods loue towards him ,and 
therefore will God ſhew himſclfe an enemy rowardshim, 

| The drift (wee ſee)ofthele wordsis to drawe the people 
of God from thoſe miſerable contentions and vexations 
which were among them, which he doth by rebukiog 


them, and that for ſpeciall faulrs, 


( 1, Some 


Priate Contentions. ”7 


r, their luſting after , and immoderate deſiring of 


| I. Some inward, to wit, | 


j earthly things, 

2+ Their envie that others ſhould'fpeece better then 

| | themſclues. | Ch 
2, Some outward, viz. brawling and firife, dbout which 
he ſpends many words, decauſ almoſt all their life was 

y_ therein. from both which hererriftes them. by the 

ill effects. Firſt, that they got nothing, Secondly, thar 
they endangered their owne fſoules in making them- 
ſclues adulterers & adulterefſes,and ſo enemies to God, 
and God to them, And thus much for the meaningand 
order of the words. : 

Verſ.t, From \phence are warres and contentions amon 
you ? namely that are profeſſors, In that he doth fo ſharpely 
take vp them for their mutuall diſcord and diflenfion, the 
generall doctrine is, that, 

Itisa moſt horrible finne and ſhame for Chriſtians to 
live in ſtrife and contention, and to breake out into braw- 
ling and paſhon, 

Firſt the cauſes are very bad, one of whichthe Apoſtle 
pointeth at where he ſaith, Whereas there is among you ex- 
wing 4nd ſtrife, and dmiſions, are yee not carnall,and walke 45 
wen ? as if he ſhould haue faid, when ye are malccontenr, 
and paſhonate, and eucrfalling out one withanother, doe 
you thinke, that this is from faith, and notfrom the fleſh ? 
yes ſurclic it is euen from the fleſh: for where there is bitter 
frife and enuying in the heart, all the wiſdome that ſuch 
arc led by,is carthly, ſenſuall and divellith:and this may be 
the ſecond reaſon,why contentionis ſuch a grieuous fnne, 
namely Becauſc tholic that are thereunto given,are led not 
enely by ſo il a guide as their owne ſenſual wiſcdome,that 
was never taught thera by God and his word,burfarther 
they are guided by San: for the Apoſtle /ames faith that 
their wiſedome is diuelliſh:now if ir be a foule ſhame to be 
led by (cnſe as a beaft,vvis itto be led by Satan as his vaſſal? 
Another cautc of this finne is giuen by Sa/omer, where 

he 


Dotl.r. 


Scrife agreart 
lane, 


Reaſons 1. 
1.Cor.z.3- 


lames 3.14.15, 


Reaſon 2. 


Reaſon 3. 


o 


Paou.13.10, 


2. The cffcQe, 
lam.3.16, 


EF: 2, 
i1.Tim.z.$, 


law.t.19. 


Jam.1.10, 


Ss. 
Luk.11.17. 
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Ver. 
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hee faith, Owely through pride'man maherh contention. $0 
much hautinefle as there is in the heart, ſo much diſcon- 
rentment are men ſubieR vnto : if others v rong them in- 
deed,rhey cannor beare it : if itbe but in their conceir, all 
15 one, they will chafe and ſretatit: and all this proceeds 
hence, thattheythinke better of themle!nes then either 
God,or men dot, or then in truchthereis any ialt cauſe 
why any ſhould doe, 

Secondly,as the cauſes of this finne are ill, ſo are the ef- 
fetts (utables for where there 1s enmuing and4 ſtrife, there is 
ſedrtion,and all manner of evil! worker, In what heart, orin 
what houſe ſocucr thoſe vices reigne, the Lord feech, an 
men may evidently perccie, that there areeuil choughtes, 
cuill words, evillptactiſes of all kinds : for there the diuecll 
and Gnnebeare ſ{ivay, and {1/1 the places with all manner of 
poilutions. 

Further, as contention pu!ls on. all euill, ſo it }.inders all 
good : it makes the partics chatihey cannot pray ; for in 
all our requeſts ro God, wee mult lift yp pure hands, iris 
out wrath, &c. they cannot heare, becauſe good kearers 
mult be flow to w rath, ard rereme the word nuth meebencr, 
As forthe Lords ſupper, they cannot bee meet partakers of 
it, becauſe itis a Sacrament of loue, and if wee would bee 
forgiucn,we mult torgiue:in 2 word;they are vahi for cue- 
ry good worke : for ihewrath of man accomplilerh nt ths 
righteonſnrſſe of God, 

Laſtly,this isit which ruinates both perſons and fami. 
lies: for an bovſe dinided arainſt it lelfe caxnot fund: Nay 
a kingdome (be it neuer ſo mighty ) {divided ag rinſt it ſelft, 
foallbe deſolate, And ifthiv be a lure thing, that where bre- 
thren dwell together in vnity, God hath appointed his 
bleſſing and life for euermore, then it is as certaine on the 
otherſide, that where menliue in continuall ftrife, there 
God hath appointed his curſe, and death for euermore, 

Firſt, for the reproofe of them that ſpend a great partof 
their time in fretting and quencliian. born things goe 
not lo well as they would hauc them, Some there are in- 


dced 
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deed chat when they fall to open braz o by the worſe, 
becauſe they are ouer-matched, and therefore they will fir 
and mope in a corner : but vnto ſuch /ames ſpeaketh, ſay- 


ing, Sigh wot one againſt another. So that there are fighers lam. 5 9. 


as well as chiders,and both condemned by the word. Sigh 
one for another wee may ( asifa friend or a child of ours 
have finned, it is an happie thing if we can weepe in ſecret 
for them ) but wee mult not Goh oaec againſt another, no 
more then we may chafe one ayainſt another, Wee muſt 
not when wee are alone muſe of the vnkindnefle of ſuch 
and ſuch, and fo grow to bitter thoughts againſt them : 
that is a wofull thing,and will bee a hard reckoning for vs 
at length : for ( as /ames addeth ) the /ndge is ar the doore : 
and the Aſliſes will be fearefull for all ſuch perſons. 

If thy cauſe be good, and thy conſcience good, God is 
at handto rightall thy wrongs : but when men give them- 
ſeluesro fretting and bi trer diſcontentmentre, it is as much 
in effe, as if they ſhould fay, that God isno equall ludge, 
and therefore they cannot reſt ſatisfied with his gouern- 
ment: yetare they read _— in their mm fies 
to prophane the name of God, by calling him to be judge 
incheir cauſes : as Sarab did, when her maid _—_ her, 
God be indge betweene me and thee ((aith (he to her 
butifthc Lord had come, ſhe would haue been the loſer, 
For God being a moſt righteous Iudge,would haue exanii- 
ned both parties,and then who would haue beea found in 
the greater fault? Abrahom tooke Hagar, but who was the 
cauſc of it?was not Sarehb?the greateſt complainers and ex» 
claimers,are viually moſt faulty themſclucs : and therefore 
letchrittans be aſhamed to be ſoclamorous & contentivus 
ypon euery occaſion : for to bee ſo vnpeaceable — 
men, ſheweth that there is little acquaintance with the 
God of peace; therefore let vs rather goe from our owne 
right, and yeeld alictle,then be (till falling our with our 
neighbours : better it isto loſe ſorne of our ourward com- 
modities, then to loſe our inward and outward peace. 


him? 


usband) Genas.y, 


But why ſbould I fo abaſe my ſclfe, as to yeeld vnto Obieltion, 
7 - 


Anſwer, 


Epzhc 426,17, 


Obieltion, 
Anſwer. 
1Cor.t3.5. 


Obiltion, 


Anſwer. 


Anger 2gainſt 
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him ? Nay why ſhould you be ſo baſe minded, as to yeeld 
ynto the divel]? for whoſocucr giueth place vnto anger 
and wrath, giuerh place vnto the diucll. Moſt abominable 
therefore is that falling out which is amongſt profeſſors : 
though there be many things amifle ina halogen iſthere 
be mutuall loue and compaſhon, and tender heartednes, 
croll:s are made much _ and burdens much lighter 
then elſe they would be:whereas if there be brawles in the 
familie, eucry lightafflition is made heauie : what a diſ- 

race therefore is it for the ſubieRts of F Prince of peace to- 
be at ſuch variance _ themſelues?Itis for dogges and 
ſwine to be barking and biting one at another :but to ſee 
Shcepe or Lambes tearing one another,al the world would 
wonder atit:Ifthen we profeſle that Chriſt is our ſhep- 
heard, and we his ſheepe, how can we with any comfort 
looke him inthe face when wee fo farre differ from the 
nature and properties of his ms, in cating vp our owne 
heartes with griefes, and miniftring continuall vexation 
ynto others, and biting and deuouring one an other? 

But heere will ſome obieRions be made, for as cuery 
one is more guiltie, ſo will he have more colours to hide 
his corruptions from the view of the world,Some wil grant 
that they are often diſcontented indeed, but they have rea- 
ſon ſo to be. Let vs heare their reaſons then. 

One is, that they are prouoked, 

But who can prouoke a ſhcepe to barke and bite ? true 
Chriſtian loue is not prouoked : ſo that it is not the prouo- 
cation without, but want of true loue within and abun- 
dance of ſelfe loue that cauſeth you to be ſo paſſionate, 

Bute who can choſe but be angry at finne ? that is it that 
moovuecth me. 

Bur ſee whether this faire ſhew doe not proceed 
from foule hypocrifie, and the Lord open our eyes that 
we may ſee it. Your anger (you ay) is from hatred of ſmne: 
well, let vs examinethe matter a little, 

Firſt, doe you hate your owne finnes, and haue-they 


finne bow diſ- cauſed you as often to breake your ſleepe,as the injuriesof 


others ? 


Priuate Contentions. I 


others? Nay, that way they muſt needes confeſle they are 
more ſparing : tha then is nothing elſe but plaine diffimu- 
hation, to pretend griefe for anothers finne:when you haue 
little or none for your owne, 

Secondly, ſuch as grieue for the faultes of any, and are 
deſirous to reforme them, wil vie a good and diſcreet order 
in dealing with the parties, obſeruing all circumſtances 
for that end, As namely, firſt the circumſtance of time,that 
they wil notpreſently ypon the committing ofthe offence 
flie in their faces in the viewe of al the ſtanders by,ſeekin 
to diſgrace them to the vttermoſt,bue will waite the beef 
opporunitie, when with moſt benefite and leaſt blemiſhto 
the partie,they may help him againſt corruption. Secondly, 
23 euery linne is greater, ſo they will be more incenſed a- 
gainſt it: and heercin doth the hypocrifie of many appeare, 
that they will bee more moouedart ſome ſmall offence, 
whercio they themſelucs are touched, then at a farre grea« 
ter matter, that nothing concernestheir credit or commo- 
ditie, though ic doneuer ſo much concerne Gods glorie, 
Such oe masked ynder the vaile of hypocrifie, bur 
God will diſcouer their falſe pretencesin the end, neither 
let them euer looke for onitien in the time of ſickeneſſe or 
of death from (uch kind of zeale againſt finne. 

Indeed there is corruption in all, and wee are too ſen» 
fible of iniurics: but the godly doe condemne it in them- 
ſelues,and are never content til they can be more troubled 
at ſinnes, whereby God is diſhonoured, then at infirm's 
ties, and injuries, whereby they themſclues are wronged. 

Thirdly, if any be diſpleaſed at finne he wil vie all good 
remedies for the healing thereof : he wil reproue ny ad- 
moniſh, and exhort, and all from a louing and mercifull 
heart, yea, he wil ioyne vnto theſe heartic prayer for a 
bleſſing vpon bis indeauours. This we fee in Aoſe: : he 
was very angry againſt the finne of the Iſraelites in making 
the golden calfe, and ſhewed his iuſt anger in executing 
judgement vpon the ringleaders in that hainous offence : 
but withall we muſt note that he was neuer more feruent 

Bz in 


Exod. 33.11, 


Lloh.z.19. | 


I2 eA Remedie againſt 
in prayer for them, then at that time, Thoſe therefore that 
are ſo farre moued,that they cannot ſpeake vntothe offen- 
ders in giuing them good and loving aduice, nor ſpeake 
for them ynto God in putting vp harty and earneſt re- 
queſts,ſuch(I ſay)may be aſſured that their anger isnotthe 
z.cale of the ſpirit,but the heat of the fleſh, which they can 
haue no comfort in,burt muſt be humbled for it, &leauc it, 

Aſecond vie of this is for inſtruction, thatif ever wee 
looke for peace with God and comfort in our ſoules, and 
gvod ellimation amongſt Gods children, then let vs 
take heed as of other ſinnes, ſo of this finne of paſſion and 
diftemper. Do men deale with ys as enemies? let ys loue 
them. Doe they wrong vs ?let vspray for them, Do they 
ſpeake ecuill of ys? let vs ſpeake the beſt of themand to 
them : for that is Chriſt his counſell; and hercby ſhall men 
know, that we are his Diſciples,if wee loue one an other : 
lohn 1 3.35. whereas otherwiſe they may ſulpeR ys to bee 
hypocrites,if we hate one another, 


And further, hereby ſhal we aſſure our hearts before God, 


' thatweare of the truth, and that we doe perraine tohis fa. 


milie: and this every Chriſtian that hath any acquaintance 
with. his owne heart, will confeſſe, that when hee is moſt 
mercifull and moſtreadyto put vp iniuries and indigni- 
ties, then he hath moſt comfortable affurance of his owne 
ſaluation,and canmoſlt cheerefully looke vp vato God in 
Chiiſt,as one that hath intereſtin him, 

But how may a man become thus peaceable and quier ? 
it muſt needs be acknowledged that contention is a foule 
finne,and an horrible ſhame, but how may Imaſter my yi- 
olent paſſions,and become more mild _ calme ? 

The Lord telleth you how to vanquiſh, and kill this 
corruption : and one meanes is: 

x Oftentoexamine your owneheart :the Apoſtle wil- 
leth men ro ſhew all meckeneſſe towards all men, But ( might 
ſome ſay) I am of an haltie nature, ready to bee prouoked, 
and therfore I cannot endure ſuch iniuries as men offer me. 


But-remember what you haue ſaid and done againſt 
others, 
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others, eſpecially againſt God, and that will abate the 

pride of your heart, Have not you beene t:mwiſe, diſpbedient, 

and lining in malitionſneſſe, and enuie, batefull, and hating o- 

thers? In which -regard, the wiſe mans counſell is, that a 

man ſhould not take notice of every fault of his ſervant, E- cl.7.23.14, 
bur paſſe by many : and why ? becauſe euery mans foule 

can tell him though men cannot charge him, that he hath 

committed the like, or greater faults againſt Godor men; 

which if we could well confider,mens vakindneflſes would 

ſeeme nothing in oureyes: for when our ownefinnes lie 

heaute, others wrongs he light : and when wee feele not 

the weight of ſinne in any good meaſure,euery trifling of 
ſence of men ſcemes an hainouscrime ynto vs. 

A ſecond helpe againſt wrathfull paſſions is, to be afſu« 

red of the remiſhonof our ſinnes. Bee yee conrteons one ts 
another _ the Apoſile ) and tender bearted. So 1 
will ( will ſome fay ) ſo long as they vic mee well: bur if 

they deale/otherwiſe, and begin-to doe mee wrong, the 
ſhall heare of it, whoſocuer bee, Oh deale not pl 

faith Paul ) But forgrue one another, entn as God for Chrift 

is ſake forgane you. nem buy Lord hath ſent his ſonne, Epheſl.4.vit 
and the ſonne hath giuen his blood, and the hely Ghoſt 
hath-ſprinkled the fame vpon your hearts, for the waſh. 
ing away of all your iniquities, ſtand not with men 
for ſmall pertic iniuries, but forgiue and forget them : 
and- afſuredly whoſoever hath the comfortable fee- 
ling of the pardon of his ſinnes, cannot but doe ſo, When - 
Stewen ſaw Chriſt ſitting at the right hand of God in hea- l 
ven, and was aſſured that hee had faued him from his (ins, 
and that he ſhould forthwith 'goe-ynto him , hee could 
kneele downe, and with all meekenefle pray for his moſt 
bitter enemies, that were then Roning of him, neither 
were they ſo mad againſt himto doe him hurt, ashee was 
earneſt with God forthem toprocure their good, : 

The third and lalt remedie is to denie carnall reaſon : J 
ſor that is an ill guide that leadeth ys out of the way. Euer 
marke this in revengeſull perſons, when they ate reproved: 
B 


3 for 


Dott 2. 


Luft in the 
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for their ſpitefull and malicious dealing, there anſwer is, 
had1 notcauſe, had 1 not reaſon todoe as I haue done? no, 
none at all : for what ſound rcafon can there be againſt 
Gods reaſon, who faith, Remenge net, (fc, for Vengeance i 
wine, I wilt requite, ſaith the Lord. It is his office which he 
bath appropriated vnto himſelfe, and they are intruders, 
a traitors,that will goc about to t 
iudgement ſeat, Ang erefore let not the dell delude vs 
with this conceite, that we have reaſon for our brawling 
and quarrelling : for the beſt that can be ſaid for it, is this, 
that itisbeaſtly and fleſhly reaſon, ſuch as the Lord eſtee- 
meth follic __ frenhe, and enmitie againſt his maicſtie, 
Rom.8,which will bring with it deathend deſtraQtion of 
bodie and foule, if we yeeld vato it, and beled by ir, / 
ere they not bence, even of your luſtes?Heere he ſheweth 
the fountaine of all their diſcontentments : namely, their 
owne vmanttd affeczons : whatſocuer occalions there ma 
be, that is the true cauſe :as the reaſoa why a Lyon rage 
and roreth, is not that any creature diſquietech him, and 
raiſerh him vp,(for then a being ticred ſhould roare 
too) but that his naturgll inclination draweth him ther- 
unto. - 
The DoQrine hence to be gathered is this, that, Our 
owne diſtempered luſts are the cauſe of all our ſtrife and 


hart,che cauſe contention with others. They make vs vaquiet in our 
of contention. clues, and ſocauſe vs to diſquiet them that are about vs. 


:.Per.z.1r, 


Therefore it is ſaid, that fleſoly luſts doe fight againſt our 
ſowles : they cauſc a continuall warre within a man, which 
inward combat with ones ſelfe ſheweth itlelfe oftentimes 
in outward jarring with men, Chriſt Iefus had as great 
vwTougs as euer inan in this world had, yet was he never in 
any paſſion, or diſtemper : and why? becauſe he was quite 
yoid of all carnall affe&tions Before his conuerſion Par 
was very boiſtrous and full of rage, but after that he had 
ſpent the heate of his anger nk owne great fines, he 
x 6s had beene very ſroward became very mecke, and was 
ablc wich patience te yndergo impriſoament, whipping, 


toning, 


od out of his 


”O_— 


—— 


\ 
o 
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Roning,reviling,with any the like indignities 7 wee nener 
heare this from him : what? ſhall I beare this 7a mar! of my 
education, of my learning, of my gifts? ſhall endure to 
licin the Rocks,hungrie and cold, and full of paines, &c, 
No, no, theſe thoughts were farre frgtn Pax/ he-was con- 
tent to ſuffer any thing, yea, to lay downe his hfe Tor the 
name of the Lord Iefus, and that becayfe his lufſts were 
ſubdued, and the venome thereof remoned, _ 

Ler every Chriſtian looke backe vnto his difpofition 


before his calling,and who is there bue ſhall find, thathee 


was full of entice, haftic and teſtie, and ready to þee prouo- 
ked? but finee his @@nuerſion hee mayſay tothe forie of 
God, that he can beare that which hee could not before, 
and get out of that paſfiog ina ſew houres, that was wont 


in grace, ſo ſhall it be better with him 
So often therefore as wee breake forth into wy diftem- 
pered ſpeeches, or ations, fer vs know that wee haue a 
furmons from God to rake notice of our ynrulie affeRi- 
ons, What haue yoa forgotten your ſelfe? are you more 
wearie of your life then of your finng? then there is ſome. 
what within to bee conquered and brought ynder, and 
that ſhould bring you vpon your knees to become a ſuter 
ynto God : LordI fee by the fruits, that luſt is nor fo ta» 
med asitſhould be; 1am not able to maſter it, grant thy 
firength therfore vnto thy ſervant that I may be able to 
preuaile _= it, ; 
, Secon 
live cdmfortablie in regagd of our ſclues or others, wee 
ſhould labour ro have the command of our owne hearts 
and minds, It is a maruellous errour in men and women 
tothinke, if 1 had fo much living, ſo much credit andre- 
ſpeR, and withall a ſtrong and healthfull bodie ; then my 
heart would be at quiet : this isa foule and monſtrous de- 
lufon : what? will outward things heale a finfull foule? I 
isaSabſurd,as if a man that hath his arme orhislegge bro- 


ken, ſhould fay, OhifI hada ſure of cloth of Gold, ora 
| . _ 


' to hang vpon him many moneths : anq as he groſres more 


: r 


Uſe r. 


y, thisjs for inftruQion, that if ever wee would ſe 2, 
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paire of filke ſockings,.or my chamber hanged with vel, 
uet, I ſhould feele no paine : every man would thinke ſuch 
a one out of his wits, becauſc his paine is within his bodie, 
which thoſe outward things cannot remove : ſoit is with 
euery ſtrong affetion; and vnmaſicred defire, they are 
corrupt humors cleaving vnto the foule; and therefore 
lerthe parties be ſhifted hither and thither, and kaue their 
eſtate mended, and their reputation bertered, yctif they 
bee not healed within, they are neuer the neerer to any 
ſound contentment, 

But how ſhould wee attaine to the maſtering of theſe 


How to maſter hojfterous affeCtions ? 


Firſt, we muſt mortifie the deeds of the fleſh by the ſpi- 
rit: the beſt haue fleſh in them, but they muſt bee ever 
knocking of it downe. Now then we mortifie the fleſh b 
the ſpirit, when we bring ſpirituall reaſons againſt the luſts 
thereof,and ſeeke to quench the flame thereof, by pow. 
ring water ypon it, and taking away the fuell that might 
maintain it. A man may have perſwaſions from his friends, 
but thoſe will not kill his carnall deſires : but the perſwai- 
ons of the ſpirit will ; and therefore wee ſhould vic 
- wh arguments of Gods word for the crucifying of our 

eſh, 

But many take a contrary courſe, when they feele them- 
ſelues ſired, they aggrauate all the euils that are ypon 
them, and all the wrongs tharare (in their conccit) offered 
ynto them, their memorie will forget no circumttance of 
them. Neither will their tongues faile to amplifie them at 
the tull ; and hereby they imagine to caſe themlelues : bue 
alas thisis to adde Juſt to luſt, and ro heape more drie 
wood on the fire, that burneth too vehemently alreadie : 
and therfore let them vic Gods meanes, or never looke to 
live quiet and peaceable daies, 

A ſecond mea nes tobring our boiſterous affeionsinto 
ſubieRtion, is, to live and labour diligently in a calling : 
for labour is appo inted to humble the ſonnes of men, and 
whoſocuer doth not vic this medicine, may quickly make 
| worke 


os 
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worke for a whole towne: foridlep are al. 
ati rand nes an” roy 
they fall co-concens, and furmiſes, and ſufpitions, and iea» 
loufies, and when the leaſt occaſion is offered, outcomes 
all the filchie matrer that hathgþcene breeding within 

Thirdly, that we may get viRtorie over the ill affeftions 
that ftirre within vs, wee muſt conſider that wee are Pil. 
grimes, 1.Pet. 2.11 :Many are very impatient,and crie out 
of their miſeric thatirt is fuch, as they never looke toliue 
merrie day more : but what need they trouble themſelues 
abour that, irmay be they ſhall not liue an bouremore : a 
Pilgrim is in bis Inne atni "TAI. 
and {o may they :and why d they make ſuch 
« long ind tedious matter of their croſſes? If they haue ale 
ſurance of heaven, their momentanie afflitions are no- 
thing in Fay ens Wag 6 
ſhall bee be ypoa them. If men would ceaſe loo- 
king and luſting after che x things which ace 
ſeene, and faſten their hopes and defires vponthe erernall 
things which are notſcene ; they would cfteerneand rec= 
kon their heavictt griefes to bee yerie light, and their 
longe(taffhRions to be ſhort aad momencanie, 2. Cor.4- 
27.18, 


3. 


- Fourthly and laſtly, let vs coaſider of that which was 4 


mentioned before, viz. that fleſb/y luſt t vs A, ar "IVE 
, c 


ſealer. Thoſe that are in thraldome ynto 
ood husbandrie to yeeld 'vatother:, and to betrer 
Ca cttate thereby : bur do they know what faith in 
this mater ? | 
Hee telleth them that they make warre againſt their 


 ſoules : they blindfold cher minds, that they caunor fee 


into ſpirituall things: they make their hearts tat and ſenſe- 
lefle, cha neither threatnings, nor promiſes, iudgements 
nor mercies will any whit at all move them. 

Now when wee find in our (clues chele burcfull affeRi- 


Dolt 3. 


Nothing is 
gorren by 


yeelding to 


luſt, 


Reaſon 1. 
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burothers alfo ſive emurirher rorſt'c were if noc 
1 cc wp andre within 932 Therefore 
vermbervſe theſe and all other good meancs to ſup. 
preſſechem, then any meanes at all to cheriſhand ſireng- 
9:0 the ſame. 

Verl.2. Tee luſt and I wot.) In theſe words he fetteth 
outthob ſardirtie of their tuſts ty che ill effets- they have 
«longemdrodioufeedestime oral then labourand torle 
comes eo-nothing, they are aſrogether difappointed of 
their harueft : whence the Doctrine is, that, - 

Whoſorvuer yeeldech wo hiv luftes , never makes a 
chciuing;mad ing bargtaime thereby : bor the more he 
lufts, rs 90%, rag rd me eager his defires 
are, thermore nd greater hiswamvetclikelytobe. : . 

Firft, becauſe the lone of exrrhly chings cakes God his 
enemy. For hee that Joues the World, the Jowe of Gog is 
not in him :bur hee withdrawes hisheart from God, and 


| 9100 ey As of ourafiec» 
tions wpon chip ereature; mokerh vs29be nged from 
the Cremory 241 201: 


, br be deſire of exrrhly chings, makes men 
jmpiomagainſt God, ſ&'doth it make rhem infurious to- 
wards menAe that hefterh to bee rxch cannot be innocent: 
and he that is greedie of gaine troubleth his owne houfe: 
und:that which is faid of the owe eng wes 
holdesas rrue in all other finmefall luſtes, that he + 
reedie of pleafure;or credir,orany the lire, fill a croub- 
- = diſquieter of thoſe _ whom te lives : becauſe 
is owne heart is poiſoned, end being mg d 
within,he muſt needs aarrs di without, y 
| Therefore themore Godfoirewart, 
vs, ſolong as-we 'fet our heares en lying vannics : for he 
knowes,thatiſwe had them in that manner and meaſure 
as we defire, they would rurne roour owneand others ex- 


ceeding great hut and difaduantapge. For the morewe de- 
fre thing ;thermore we ſhal abuſe it,asrhe more 
we Gingthebonevedhg) weir. :: 


Therefore 
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- Therefore isi ;ghteous with(Ged, to crofle'rs in our Gen. 0. x, 


affeQions, as he did Rabel: (hee mult needs haut children 
inall che haſte, orelſe ſhe would die ina paſſion. Alas ſhee 
was in hard caſe to die, and in ill caſe to have children : for 
at that time ſhe would haue Gods of her children, 
and an Idoll of God. But a whea ſhe had prayed 
and fumbled her felfe, God gaue her children, becauſe 
then ſhe was fit to recciue them, And that is the reaſon 
why God delayes long,and puts ofthis ſeruants from yeere 
to yeere, euen becauſe they are ynfit to be partakers of his 
bleſſings looner; he could afford chem preſent paimene, bur 
be wel canſiders, that the things which the fleſh much 
affects, it would much abuſe. 


Iſaak prayed for a ſonne twenty yeeres, at length when Gcn.25. 20.25, 


he had gotzen the viRorie of himſcite, and was content to 

wait, as long as God would haue him, the Logd forthwith 

ted his requeſt: and (© dealeth he yer fill with his 
children. 


Sith boiſterous luſtes do-both deſerve and bring you Uſe x. 


men manifold wants, this ſerues for inſtrution, that 
be piached with neceſſiies, and reftrained of things 
that we would full fainc-haue, let vs examine w our 
deſires bee not too imnoderate 2gwards thoſe things, and 
too cagerly ſer ypon them :and if vpon triatl made, we 
find thatitis ſoinkced, let vs know that we are nor fic for 
Thereſare let vs never complaine of others,the world is 
hard, and mens hearts are hard : but let vs complaine of 
our {elues, I want goodaficRtions: I want good preparati- 
enſoeGods bleſſings:lam a ground thathave manyranke 
weedsin me, and all thac while God hath ſomewhar clic 
te doc, then. to owe the ieede of comfort anane, The next 
way teihaue che worldyjistodeniethe world: would a man 
be rich? hiumbe content to be poore :ould aman in- 
ioy lus healch and &rength ? lechiov{p vie che meages of 
recovering his health, as witha/byo be content toremaine 
licklyaod weake, tf it Winn his ——_ 
2 of 
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| ther, &c:Butifwe defire te 
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drall riches more then fplri- 

tuall, andthe health ofthe bodie, more then the health 

of the ſoule, it is iuſt we ſhould have penuric,and not plen= 
ty, dileaſed and not healthfull bodies. 

Whereas if we can brigg our willes to be ſubieR vynto 

| ic ſhall not be faid'to vs, Te luſt and bane not; but, 
the Lord vill frlfill the deſires of theſe that frare br, Others 
wiſe,thoughour defires were granted,our foules would be 
as ſicke, ormore ficke then they were before. 

A fecond vie of this is, to reach vs to bee content: thar 
Godby many and grievous crofles ſhould maſter our in- 
temperate-luits : for the oy to all proſperitic is to be bro. 
ken of our headie and Rturdicaffections, 

Let vs alſo defire to be in their companie,who wil deale 
moſt plainely and roundly againſt our corruptions:and not 
with to conuerſe wich fuch as wil tcll vs, indeed you are 
hardly vied, they deale very iniuriouſly with you, in that 
they do not more reſpeR you, in regard of. your place and 
of your partes, and ir our. education,&c, 

Alas what is this but tocaſt oyle. vypon the fire, and to 
make thoſe luitesa great deale fironger, which were too 
too violentbefore? ſuch comforters may pleaſe vs for the 
preſent, bur they will bring vs ſmart in ſtead of caſe, and 
trouble in ſtead of peace in the end : But .as-for-thoſe that 
will ſetchemſclues with all their might ageinft our tufts 
and applie corafiues” where they perceive much 
if and dead fleſh,of all other they are to be cfteerned 
the beſt and trueſt and moſt faithful! friends. a 

Tee enme aud haxe indignation and cannot obteine Vihere- 
as they might denie, that they had ſuch luſtes in thetn,hee 
prooueth ut bychis,that they<did enuic one anotherazs iſhe 
pr aid; that. which 1 afirmed-in —_—_— 

c deedes : you enuy that another d 
ears. cope lgreb mam yr have more' g 
pacell, a better name, a better cftate then your ſelues: doch 
not this cleerely ſhew that your harts are full of luſt, when 

hey ace fo full of eauic? for conic is the very froth oflull. - 
, The 
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The doftrine hencets bee gathered is this, that thoſe 
that ſet their afeions ypon carthlyzhings, are not 
ſubiect ro this miſeric, that they ſhall be alvwajes in waar, 
but they ſhall withall be evermore vexed at the profperitic 
of others : they ſhall be till int at home and abrode, 
and whereſoever theyare; for ih as ſet their minds on 
the things of this world, cannot chuſe bur repine when 
any thing goes from them vnto others ; thinke all loſt 
GC ſelues cannot enjoy: for-whereas the pro- 
pertic of Chriſtian loue is, not to Geke it owne thinggs,it is 
the very nature of ſelfe-loue onely and wholly to ſeeke it 
ownet ings, andifirmiſſe of them, it will cauſe the par= 
ues to g and repine. 

This maybe obſerued in Sav/: when once David was 
is credit aboue him,he had few quier daies after, but was 
Riill croubling of himſclfe and the whole land about De- 
wid. The like may be ſcene in the Phariſes, they could not 
live if Chriſt lived : and why ? Chaiſt caried-away the cre- 
dit from them; and therefore they neuer ceaſed perſecu« 
ting him, vntill they had deprived-him of his = life, So 
the Philiſtims being.couerous, cuuicd !/acc, an m fo 
madde againſt 1imy, becauſe they-ſaw him thre beyond 
themſclurs, that they would hurt the whole countrie and 
chemſclues alſorather then he ſhouldproſper too faſt, and 
therefore they dammed vp the wels that his ſeruants had 
digged, which in thoſe hot countries were of exceeding 

eat vie. So Rabel being poſlefied with animmoderate 
Eevre of children,cnvied her fifter Leah, becauſe ſhee was 
fruirfull :her owne barrennefle did not ſo much diſcontent 
her, as Ker fiſters fruirfulneſle, and cherefore rather then 
Leah ſhonld goe beyond her, ſhe would have her husband 
todefile himſelfe with her maid. Many ſuch. Rebels there 
are in the world, who-are:not ſo much diſcontented and 
grieucd at their owne meaneneſle, a3 at others highneſſe; 
ar their 0wne balenefle in apparell, as at the new taſhions 

of others, &c. 
Which may teach vs, when = find envie in our ſelues, 
. 3 .o 


DoT 4. 
Worldlings 
are Ul! vexed 


with cnuie, 


1.Cor.13, 


Gena 15, 


Gen.z0.3. 


Uſe 1, 


Obiellion. 


Anſwer. 
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to take notice that there is-in vs-a maruellous lotle of 
penn women, if they ſhould bee 
askr the quettion, whether they lufted after cacthly things 
or not, would anſwere, nay, they hope they -haue not 
heard ſo many — made ſo many prayers, to ſo 
liccle purpoſe, that now at length they ſhould bee ouerta- 
ken withhe loue of luch trifles : but how ſay you to enuie? 
doth not that worke ypon you ſometimes? doth nor 0- 
thers health, ochers cttimation, others aduancemene make 
you as it were ficke now and-then? indeed that they can- 
not well denie : then muſt you needs confeſle, that yau are 
infeted with luſt. If Rabel had not beene led with an 
eager defice of children, ſhee would never hauc enuicd her 
ffter for bearing of children: and therefore thoſe haue a 
ſure teftimonle of a ſound and pure heart, that can bee 
content with their owne corne, and wine, and oyle :and 
that rcſolue with themſclues: So I may have peace with 
God and with mine owne conſcience, I will never trouble 
my ſelfe much, what others hauc : Let God keepe me from 
fiane while 1liue,and from hell when I die, and I ſhall doe 
well enough, and haue great cauſe to reioyce in God , 
and to be thankfull for my portion, 

Bur here Gods deere children may obieR, ſaying, I 
find a loue vnto my credit , and commoditic, and caſc 
Rill. | 

So wee ſhall aslong as wee carrie fleſh about with ys : 
and the more pure the heart is, the ſooner and better will 
it ſpie blemiſhes in it ſelfe :burif wee can keepe our (clues 
from enuying at others wealth and credit, &c, it is an in- 
fallible marke rhat the loue of earthly things doth not rule 
audreigneinvs, 

Tee fight and warre, and get nothing, becauſe yee arke not. 
They might thinke, doth not God carrie a hard hand a- 
gainft vs, fith wee defire fo much, and haue fo little? no 
(fairh the Apoſtle ) you rather carrie an ill heart rowards 
him : for you vſc all meanes of procuring your owne miſe» 
ric, but nomeanes at all of obtaining Gods mercie ; and 


therefore 


» 
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. therefore Yee get nothing becauſe ye arke not, Which is one 


incipall meaacs of pulling downe Gods bleſſings vpon 
fs ſcruants. Doftrine, Prayer is the belt meanes to bee 
prouided'of all things needefull forthis life,and the life to 71, ;; 
come.God is a good houſholder,and if his children would Prayer Pl 
receiue good things fromhim, they muſt not fall toge- beſt mcanes 
ther by the cares, nor grow to brawling and contending &prouibon. 
one with another (for thatis the next way” to make their 
Father ſcourge them all:) But they muſt berake theſelues 
to prayer,and become humble and carneft futers vnto their 
Father, which is both the caheſt and the ſureſt courſe;God Reaſor, 
hath promiſed that if we arke we ſhall obtame: Mar, 7.7. 

But ſome migheſay, I ama fmner, compaſſed with ma.. Obieltion, 
ny infirmities and frailties, and how then canI looke for 
hearing at his hands? 

Why ( faies Chriſt) if you that are exill, cen gine good Anſrer. 
thregs unto your children, how much more ſball your heavenly Luk.11.10,11/ 
Father, <+c.Though you fre faults in your children, and PO 
there be the bke in yourſelues, yeryou can bee liberall ro- 


wards them : how much more will God ſherr himdete 


gratious to his children,being itfelfe, andable 
to make hischildren 25 good.asbe would have them to be? 
The prodigallſonne may be 2 paterne of Gods fauoura. 
ble dealing in-rhis bebalte : For when hee had loft his 
wealth,his peace, his credit and all, having drowned hits 
ſelfe, itt vile and abominable hufts, what had hee wherc- 
with to helpe himſciſe ?euen the vnfained requeſts of an 
humble and penitent heart, which neuer canwant happie 
fuccefle, when they are preſentedtoamercifull and grati- 
ous father : whathis faccefſe was, wee may -reade at large, 
Luk. 1 5.Hence commneth thatexhortation of the a - = 
In nathmg bee carewil, but x4 all it your TequeſT) hil4.s, 
tyres Sire. CE” hay Ms St. 

But1 have many debrs to pay, and manyburthens to Obiettion, 
beare, and whar =_ _ prayerdo me in theſe _ : 

Very greatgood :forif you can lay open your heart be- 4, wer. 
fore God in —a——_ and Cinkfelaing; the peace vor yy 

ic 


Uſes * 


_— 


24. A Remedie againſt 
which paſſeth all vnderſtanding (ſuch asa naturall man can- 
not conceiud, nor a regenerate man till hee have felt ir) 
ſhall keepe your hearts and minds mm Chrift Teſws, that is,in a 
bleſſed communion with him : that look what Chriſt hath, 
you ſhall be ſure to haue : haue you no power in your ſcife? 

ou ſhall haue it in Chriſt, Haue you no wealth in your 
Lak ? Chrilt hath enough for you in his hand : but all our 
woe comes from#/this, that wee loſe our communion with 
him, for want of faithfull and feruentprayer, | 

Forthe reproofe of our great negligence, vnbeleefe, 
and coldneflc in prayer :thence itis that wee have mayie 
wants, becauſe we wantthe ſpirit of prayer,and ſeeke varo 
ether helpes rather then ynto our heavenly Father, If chil- 
dren ſhould runne from their parents to ſcruants, and ſtill 
be crying and complaining to them, their parents would 
not endure it : and if ſuch children ſhould bee ſtill bewai- 
ling their caſe, that never were in ſuch miſerie as 
they, none would pitie them: haue they not a good and a 
rich father, ( would men ſay) that would have themto 
ſecke vnto him for reliefe bak naintenance, and cannot en- 
dure that they ſhould ſeeke vnto others ? If ir be thus with 
naturall parents, how much more is it with our heauenly 
Father, who is farre more ready to heare and helpe, then 
the neareſt friends in the world? For when they will not 
afford ysrelicfe, hee will : and when they are ynkind, hee 
will ſhew himſelfe mo(fkind vnte vs ; and therefort have 
we vnkindnefſes from men, that wee might draw neare 
toGod himſclfe, and goe frory thoſe broken Ceſternes 
which can hold no warer, to the fountaine of living wa- 
ters, where we may drinke freelie without reſtraint, and 
haue all our wants zbundant!y ſupplied. 

This is for inſtruction, that if we would ſpeed well, wee 
ſhould vic the meanes of ſpeeding well : for if we be plen« * 
ciſull in prayer, we ſhall be plentifull in comfort : accor- 
ding to hho of our Sauiour,e A rhe that your roy may be full, 

Thirdly, here is mazter of comfort for thoſe that are 
able to-powre out their ſoules before God in prayer : 

| though , 
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though there bee never ſomany ſtormes of ſorrow, they 
ſhall bee ſufficiently ſhelrred in the middeſt of all. 

It is a grofſe conceit for mento thinke, Alas my caſe is 
hard, I haue no friends, no money, no abilitie to labourin 
my vocation, &c. But haue you the ſpirit of prayer? If you 
haue,you arc in an happic eſtate:forif wee would confider 
of things aright, who 1s in hard caſe, but hee thatheth an 
bard heart? And whois in good caſe, but hee that batha 
good conſcience, and a heart full of good meditations, 
which hee 1s cucr andanon tcadie to powre out in Gods 
preſence ? They that ſertnot their friends nor themſclues 
on worke, ſo much as they ſerttheir faith aworke, they arc 
the bleſſed people : they may aſſure themſcluesthat 
will not faile them nor forſake them, 

Indced wee muſt vie the meanesto ſerue Gods proui- 
dence, but for the ſuccefſe of things, wee muſt wh 'y put 
Godin truſt with zhe ſame,and be will afſuredly doe 
which (hall be good for ys. 

Verl.3. Tee arky and. receive not, beranſe yee arke ani 
Here hee preuenteth aw obicRiian that they might 
namely this, We are iniuriouſlie deale within that we are Mz 
blamcd for notpraying;for we cric and call ypon God o 
and night, and yer arc neverthe better. That is true ( fai 
hc) but joe receine not Geeauſe ye ache amiſſe, asking ſuch _, , 
things as you may abuſzeoGods diſhonour, and that you » 
purpoſe fo toabule.for you will them pert your luſt 3: 
And this is the cauſe why God reieteth your praiers: 
= the Docttiae is, tharGad denicth vs carnall re- 
queits, 

Icis moſt juſt and equa/l that 'our praiers ſhould be re- n,F7, 6, 
jected, when we are more carneft in asking carthlythings 
which may bee abuſed,thea heavenly and fauing graces 
which cannot bee abuſed ; and aime at ſeruing our owne 
turacs in the requeſts chat we make,rather then at the glo- 
. Fitying ot Gods holy name. 

The realou hereof is plaine : for ſuch cries are not in Reeſow x. 
guch A aa Oy | 


Uſe 1, 


ARtas. 
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They baze not (faith he) cried vnto mewith their hearts, \ybew 
they houled on their beds : they | aſſemble themſelner for corne 
and wine;and they rebell agamſ# we, 

Theſe lewes maruclled that God did not helpe them 
whenthey cricd ynto him:but God reckons and calleth 
theſe theircryings howlingsand not prayers, becauſe they 
were onely grieued for their affliction, but nothing rouch- 
ed fortheir finnes, which brought the. hand of God vpory 
themy;-And:they were much more deſnous of corne and 
wine, then- of. the fauour of God and graces of his 

irit. 

2 Alſo the praiers that are only ſpent about carnall things 
come not fromthe loue of God, but from the loue of the 
world,1:loh.2.15. 

According to the greatneſſe of our defire after earthly 
things, ſo is the greatnefſe of our pride 2: now(God wee 
know)refiſteth the proud,and raiſeth vp, quickeneth, and 
comforteth the lowlic : and as any man is more hamble;/ 
ſohee doth more thirſt after and labour for: the- grace of 
God ;and-thereforche onely is fitted for it, and all other 
mercies with it, 

For inftrution: When wee apprbch vnto the throne of 
ou in prayer, let vs be ſure that we bee moſt carneſt for 

auenly things :for that will "bee ateſtimonie ynto our: 
conſciences that wee loue God more-then wee loue the 
world, And this benefit we ſhall bee certaine of, that wee 
cannot beftow them ypor! our lufts : for faith cannot bee 
beſtowed ypon our lufts, ſeeing it parifierh the heart : re- 

ntance cannot be beſtowed vpon our lufts, becauſe that 
illeth our luſts : and ſo may we fay for euery other grace 


of God, currie one of which is abſolutely good in it” 


ſelfe; and makes thoſe good that are poſſeſſers of them. 
Whereas all earthly things are either good or evil, accor- 
ding tothe mindand aftetion of him that receiveth and 
victh them, 

| If they meet witha firong and inordinate defire, they 
corrupt and poyloa it further;if with an heart well ordered 


and 
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und diſpoſed, they better ir, and further: it in grace, and 
inefſe 


But now further concerhing | 06m things, wee muſt 
ynderſtand, thatthey are notto bee asked in words alone, 
bur wee muſtbring before God the feruent deſires of our 
ſoules, and intreate them as things that will indeed moſt 
content vs, | f 

Trueth it is, that caſe and pleaſure and credite would 
beſt pleaſe our nature : but wee muſt croſſe our fleſh, leſt 
our petitions be found cartall, and ſobee reieged by the 
Lord :and farther we muſt ſtriue to have this witnefſe both 

. from Godand from our owne ſoules, that if we might ob- 

" eaine what we would, the deſires of our ſoulesare, ro haue 
the fauour of God and the chiefe ftuits-thereofeuen Doxr 
and lon, and Peace, Temperance, Patience, und the reft of 
the graces of Gods ſpirit, Which if we can in any good 

meaſure find in our ſelues, we may bee comforted in afſu- 


rance ofthe performance of the promiſe rear Ll 633. 
phe ipgomeofacmen;ahdoks rirhtebnieſſe thiresf her 80 © 


things ſhallbe miniſtred unto we,” © | 


Verſ.4. Tee adulterers and adultereſſe, no yee not, ce, (4,001 


They might reply vpon that which hath bene ſpoken; ſay- 
ing, What if we doe defire outward things, that we may 
live as pleaſantly, and with as greatcredite asothers doe? 
is that any ſuch great matter? 

To this hee maketh aun{were- with great indignation, 
faying , Tee eAdvulterers and eAdnttereſſtr, know yee met, 
that the lone of the world ir the enmity of God ? As if hee 
had faid, Haue yee heard ſo many Sermons, been at fo 
many Conferences, read and heard ſo much of the Scrip- 
tures, and doe you not know thuts much, that the lone of 
the world 1s enmitie with God? Doe you thinke that hee 
will deale with you as an husband, when you are'filthy 
Harlots? Doe you imagine that hee will giue you that, 
that may mayntaine and vphold you in your pride and 
ambition, and earthly afteiong? No furely,hethat in ſuch 
ſort followeth che wotld isa friend ynto the world, and 

D 3 therefore 


Dot 7, 
The love of 
the vorl4 is 
ſpirituall a» 
dultery, 


Jere.17. 


Plal.73.25. 


Uſe 1. 


28 A Remedie apainſt 
therefore an enemy ro-God, and God: will ſhew himſclfe 
no friend ynto him. The doQtine hence to be learned 18, 
that, It issmoſt dangerousand: damnable adultery to (ct 
ourminds on carthly things. 

There is a reaſon Le inthe Text, It bringeth vs out 
with God, and maketh vs enemies vnto him:and 
tsitrnotadangerous thing for the creature to and. in op- 


politjondgainſt his Creator ? This fpirituall adultery is 
worlechen tha againſt the ſeuenth commandement : for 


this 4s the firſt Table : that againſtthe ſecond, Be. 
fides, Damid lined in that finne of adultery, he could 
notbee bether enemy of God: but whoſoecuer liverh 
in this dome,is proclaimed to be the Lords 


foe; For ſuchidlove withdraw their hearts from God, and fo 
bring the curſe and vengeance of God rhemſclues 
withourtime rance, Therefore iris aid, T how haſt 


—_— them that goe a whoring from thee : whether 
itbe pleaſures,or commodiries,or preferments, about 
the which.almoſtall the world is ſet:aworke, and being 
ſo inclined, all that can be deviſed is little enough, nay too 
lictle to pleaſe them! : they thinke no thing ſufficient that is 
done far them, and that all ſhould doe ſeruice to them,and 
they tonone : being as gowtic eggs that muſt haue all the 
anointing and binding and looking to, they being able to 
doe nothing againe in way of requitall, 

For inftruction , that wee ſhould bee exceedingl 
humbled, as for other great corruptions before our -— 
lings, fo for this that. wee haue. been guiltie of ſpiritual 
adultery... | 

Many will Bagee, when they are reproued for the 
breach ofthe Sabbath, for ſwearing, &c.thac thongh their 
Minidter find faultwith them,yet they hope they are ho. 
peſt men and women : But can roars char they bufie 
themiclues continually about the drofſe of this World? 
would they not rather beerichthen godly ? Doe they noe 
etceme moreof a good bargaine, then of a good Sermon? 
And {o for other; Doe they not profeſle, that if you take 

£ 


a\\ ay 
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away their vaine -peaſures , yow take: away their 

life ? And doe not- theſe things argue in ther. a 
loue of this world ? It cannot bee denied ;and whatthen 
will follow, but that they are diſheneft men and women, 
adulterers and adultereſſes, as here the holy Ghoſt rear- 
meth them? and hence commeth it to paſſe oftentimes;that 
becauſe they are tainted with ſpirituall adultery, they are 


by the iuſt revenging hand of God, given vp Ys 
adultery, at leaſt they goe vnder the _—_—_— ercof a- 


mongſt men, that ſo they might be drawen it 
which is more dangerous m hel ht of God,.. . ©; 
Furrher,this is to be nd thatif men. 
after but one of theirluſtes,they come yndet 
2s if a woman doe runne after one adult isro 
be condemned as an adultereſſe : ſo ifaman be nort'ambi- 
tious, if yer he be couetous: or on the co ,ifhebenor 
couetous, yet if hebe ambitious; or if neither of thoſe 


vices-earrie him away, yet if he be yolup) + that. is 
enough to bring him —_ the hah) came; a (pi= 
ritual adulterer, & fo to make himliable toGods 
Secondly,let this inſtruct vs to be content with a meave 
eſtate, and to be reſtrained of thoſe delights and pleaſures 
that others doe erioye :for the world is a dangerous and 
pernitious baite, and moſt men run a whoring afterir, and 
the molt godly and religious haue a wanton eye, which is 
100 t00 apt to be looking ifrer the ſame; and therefore as 
a wiſe Father if he perceive his ſonne inclined vnto wan« 
tonneſle, will withdraw his hand from him, and withhold 
all ſuch things as might be forthe nouriſhing of chat fin + 
fo dealeth our wiſe God with vs, when he feeth- his chile 
dren te be addicted to. fpirituall wautonnefle, that they 


looke after new gawds,and vaine faſhions,and would not 


onely be commended for their godhlineſſe, bur for their 
coat*s, for their attendants, for their buildings, for their 
cattell, &c, 


When the Lord (I fay) pergeiveth this diſpoſition in 
them, he keepeth them lows and cubcth their defires, 


D3 whick 


Vie ns. 
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2 ſhould account a very great and ſweet fauour of 
God:far lictle doe wee know what wee ſhould otherwiſe 
comeynto. If a man bee inclining to ſtrong drinke, and 
havea Weake head, ſothathe will quicklie bee overtaken, 
itis abegefir for him to be reſtrained therefrom :now the 
(Wiſe, and ſeeth the inclination of his children vn- 
>{perigi he knoweth withall,that they haue 
| to beare it; and thereforei in ſtead of 
REFS 71 d credit, hee ſendeth wants and plines 
| = | dichece far better for them. 

TH | | faine haue more,doeſt thou vie that 
readie ? if nor, better creepe onthe 
1 climbe on high to take a greater 
veth thy need and thy ſtrength better 
yp thy will vnto him andirt ſhall goe 


* k - - - . 
PLAY p. FF. : - 


fe will be 4 friend of the world. The word 
_ h ſuch a om as is loyned 

-—wraret o that the meaning 
ſetteth himfelfe ro bee like the 


2 willbee; the DoGctrine is, that, 
manand woman,according to their 


; Ir nended and rewarded of God, 
| for{ Acr , though he did not the worke, 
becuu be fhemed h hs readines and willingnes to doe ir. 

yer which was made at the dedica- 


arr de Salomon (directed by the holy hoſt) 


n in the behalfe ofal the church, 

one as he knew their hearts, 

crete ded ev the ſame holy ſpirit, gaue 
as lar ©, 4 200 wearie and faint fouldiers 

that at the riuer Beſor, as to the reſt that ventured 

theitlives in the battleand gor the pray and viQtorie. And 

#16 made this a law nce for euer in Iſrael, r Sam, 

39% 23:24.25, Nowlf Dandhadeha care to reward = 

_ de re 
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deſire as muchavthe deed, where he had made no promiſe,” 
and was intreatedto the contrary by the greateſt partof his 
ſouldiours, and could not performe this worke, Withoue 
ſome loſſe to himſelfe and them who had helpe&him-in 
the des 


e's + 


the battle, then how much more will God accep 
fire for the tleede, having promiſed ſos doe, 2.C 
and being ablc ta performye it withoutany charge” 
ſelfe; or luogrance to any other ? _ 3 
All good and holy defires come from God,lpc 
he acceptsthem, Phil.,2.13. and conttary,culllan( 
from the fleſh and Sathan, and therefore he hate” 
Our deſires are the ſeeds from which aloar 
works doe ſpring and growe,and accor og 6 
er badnes thereof,al our actions are ga. 


ſeruice, which if itbe done with a x xſeQ h F 

ling minde,is moſt pleaſing vnto God; Wirbens 

giogly or hypocritically is abominable ;h aght, 1/2, r 

Kf.15. T.-C 
+: Where there is a true defire, there pada 5-2 "ax + 


neſt indeauour, to auoid al letts where! > work: 
be hindred, and to vſe all good mes pi pexebyic mighr . 
be effeRed; as appeareth in "who, would not 

ſuffer his ſeruants to be preſent nt lace w | 
poſed to ſacrifice his ſonne, leftthey thaw 


to haue ſtaid him therefromiAndat Ie t zellec 
dayes journey ; yet hecauſe he would: ue tall = 
hindrances,he carried fire,drie axnie with him, 


$o then an vofained heart refterh not nelly" 


Y 


ſheweth it ſelfe in conſtant indeavours which 


deth and rewardeth,as well as if the. worke vers rough 


toperſeRion, £ 
Firſt for terror vnto yngodly men;howſoeter they be U/e 1. 
ey are that they cannot 


kept from many ſinnes, yer ſeeing theirdefire was to 

committed them, and t | 

doe them, and would till be re gre thein, oy 

occafion or opportunitie were , therefore al thoſe | 
finnes ſhall be charged ypon them,and they throughly pu- - - —_ 
niſhed for the ſame, 14-4 


Secondly, , 


mm.” ef Remedie againſt, '\ © 
/"Sncondly, thisiss comfort yneo Gods Sainte: le Is thid,” Þ« 
Hithatwill a friend to the worldynakerth himffelfe an eneneie 

. 749 Gedtbutasfor thoſe that would nbt be fo, bur are wil 
nn their worldlyluſts,,and moeurne for 

defire rokeep their hearts inthe loue and feare of Gody 


. 


our {clues apart to mourne ſor. 
findnoc that cnnerds for our —— 
iliagion, nor that afſurance ofre «i 
bein vs, but rather much deadnefſem 
ifour defire in ſetting ypon chat week 
Lord wil take ictin good worth : /fwerall 
that bee would not, and cannot doe the good that. 
 Wonldtit i norwe but fiance that dweleth imys. Which 
charge: butrather- © 
iſt did his 
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Sermon on lames, 4 I. '&c. | , tY 


WHEREIN IS AT LARGE DISCOVE- [| 


red the hatefulnes, and perniciouſneſle of priuate lars 
and Contentions, with manifold remedies 


againſt the ſame, - | — 
"uy a3 
& By M*. Ionn Dop. 2 
by F 2. Cor.10.3. . 


T he weapons of our warfare are nos carnall, but migh- 
tie throuzh God to caſt downe hola's. 
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The points of Doctrine handled in the 


Sermon following, 
c 


Doctrine 1. 
It is a moſt horrible ſinne and ſhame for Chriſtiazs to line 
'm|ſtrife and contention, 
-—2 Onur owne diſtempered affeftions are the cauſe of conten« 
tion with others, 
3 Whoſoener is led by his luſt ,nener maketh a thrining or 
4 ſauing bargaine of it, 
4 Earthly minded men are ſtill ſubielt to bee vexed with 
ennie. 
5 Prayer is the beſt meanes to bee pronided of all needfull 
things. 
6 It is moſt inſt that God ſhonld denie and reiett their 
prayers, who ale of him earthly things for Wworldly reſpetts, 
7 It isadangerons and damnable kind of adulterie to ſet 
our minds on earthly things, 


8 eAllmenarec/teemed of God as they are afſefted, 
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James 4.1, &Cc, 

1 Fromwhence are was and conterfions among you? are 
they not hence,exen of your luſts, that fight in your members ? 

2 Te luſt and hane not : ye enuie and 94ue indignation, and 
cannot obtaine : yee fight and warre and get nothing, becauſe 
yee acke nor. 

3 TYeaike and receine not, becauſe zee ache ami 
might conſume it on your luſt s, 

4 Tee rAdulterers and Aaulrereſſerh vow ye not that the 
amitie of the worlds the enmity of God? Whoſoener there- 3 
fore will bea friend to the world, maketh bimſelfe the enemie 


of God, 


/e, that yee 


>&N the former Chapter the Apoſlle 
had ſharpely reproued them tor 
that bitter enuying and firife 
and contention that was a!nong 
them, perſwading them vnto 
peace and louing agreement : 
but becauſe they would bec rea- 
dy to,an{were, that they liked 
well &ough of peace and vnity, 


% . . . . - 
bur they had ſo many wrongs and indignities, ſo man 
occalions of griefe and diſcontentment offered vnto them, 
that they cou.d nor auoide brawles and-iantes; a therc- 
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eA Remedie againſt 
all the fault was in others that prouoked them hereunto, 
To this he an{weres in the beginning of this Chapter ; 
laying, From? phence arewAtrres 4 14 Cont 'entions among you ? 
are 1107 OT hence, euen of your {! ml T4 As if hee ſhould! 11aAUE 
aid, will YOU OW lay the fault of your jarring and con- 
ending 2 vpon othe T5: ? it you doc lo, you little know your 
owne hearts: for all | your diſtempers proceed from no 0s 
thcr cauſe, but from your ownc luſts , that is, your ouer- 
agerdefire of carthly things, viz of profit, pleaſure, or 
credit: and thefe ſtrong worldly affe tions mult needs 
bring forth ſuch effeRts, becauſe they hgh j: your mem= 
rs thatis, a the p: 'wers of your ſoule cl, 'ecially :yerſo, 
iS alſo they breake forth and (hew themſelues in rhe parts 
fthe body . They trouble your minds and memories, and 
{quiet your v ils and affections, cauſing you one while 
> thinke well of ſuch athing or ſuch a perſon, and by and 
to diſlike the ſame : one while to wiſh for this or thats 
reſently aftcr,not tocare for it , ay many th nes to abhor 
: hence ariſcth a ciuill warre ( as it were ) ) within your 
ſelues, and thence it is that you contend with others: {. 
e will accord with none that cannot agree with him- 
elfe, 

Next he ſets before them the effe of thele worldlyde- 
res, verl. 2. Ye ls tf and hanue not, as who ſhould fay, what 
oc you get by giuing place vnto your luſts ? the more you 
iſt,the lefſe you haue. 

ot. And where they might thinke themlclues hardly char- 
ed, and that this accuſation ot carth ly lufts and affe&i- 
ſiver. ons could not be proued again! tthem : Yes( faith hee )ic 
will plaincly appcare by the cftects, in that yee enuie, and 
hauc indignation one againſt another : now if you did not 
are for and louc the world,you would neuer enuic thoſe 

that goe beyond you in worldly things, 
Further it isadded, Tee fight and varre,and pet nothing. 
enbclike(might lome lay) wee are not Gods children, 
things i be hes. farre wy on our-parts, and God alfo 


{© > apcly with vs. eA»ſ#, Nay, the Apoltovory 
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way 
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Prinate ( ontentions. 5 


not concluce any ſuch matter, but faies thus much in ef- 
feet, you may be Chriſtians ( many of you } ) though very 
carnall Chriltians, and children you may bee, though Jl 
children : neither isthe Lord to bee charged with oucr- 
ſeuere dealing :no, it is not the hardnefle of the father, 
that will noe grant, bur the badnetle of the children that 
willnot aske : that is the cauſe w! y you ger nothing : {0 
that it was not the want of friends,nor the want of mcarcy 
that cauſed them tobe in neceſficy but the wantef prayer, 
and fo contecuently of a fairhfullhcarr, and fitted to rc 
ceiue the t! ingsthey prayed for. 
But here they vould repiic ag 11n | hyp Yer itie make 

mcn full oth fring and {: co, 1 harge vs that wee < 


notpfay : that is not fo, Ic (rayeo arineand 2g 
andIJrrt am neuce tic Herter, 2.5200 thacc)? 


#,/ y # + T 
and yet 1 FP Ce ' 


*, * " : of : < T 
It he had ſaid, it ye i E000 raft, it 1s certaine all i 
Cur prayers: torthatiz a key to open God 
” . i 


- C Na” n 
treaſu, ie nenhcr 15 115 Care cuer fmt ann [2 eh e taichiul 
ſup [Llications of his lerunits : and | ereby d doth It appeare 


that vou aske amii] * IN L£.32t Vi pro Th at ye might conſume 
it vDon vour [uits. They © 0114 notbe foablurd. as to lay fo 
to God, Lord giue me tl:is, that i may beſtow it ypon my 
lofts: dut that Sch ei- purpote & In! ent;which is euidert 
by this, that cnc {cove and dritt of their petitions was for 
earthly things :1if the»+yere licke, on how carne(t would 
they be for hea! / it 4n debt, \ hat Importunity would 
thes vieto get our of it? and fo tor other the Ike mats:rs 

but why did they aske theſe worldly things? Euen tor 
worldly reſpects: nor to ferue God better, but to ferue 
themſc:uec: : they defied health, that rhey might purſue 
their commoditr, or follow their pleaſures and delights : 
they asked v ealth,co the intent they might hold vp their 
heads wich the belt, that they might haue larger main- : 
tenance; that they might becer their apparel}, "and th cir we 

dict,&c, 


* Whatif we doe defirethele things in thoſe regards 238-08 
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6 { Remedy againſt 


that any ſuch great fault? I will cell you (faith the holy 
ghoſt Yee adulterers, crd adultereſſes,coc, As it he ſhould 
haue ſaid, you wretched a nd fnſull men and women ; doe 
you imagine that God dothHcftow theſe things vpon you 


that you ſhe 10uld abuſe them to his diſhonour, and to the 
farts! ying of Your © vne carnall delires > Your health 
O10! 'eneſle and wanton fle, ye T34 wealth to pride and CX- 
ceſle: this is farref om the Lords m eaning And the hay- 
nouſneſle of this finnne will | appeare - euidently by the fimi- 
litude heere vied : putcaſc a wife ſhould be alwaics whi- 
ning for me Ncy and | ver allowance, and ould NEUCT 


let her husband bee at peace,but night and day be at him 


for the granting of her requz{t, and her husband ſhould 
demaund ofFher what ſhe would doe with it 2 if ſhe ſhould 
aun{were, I have an aftecti nto ſuch an adulterer, and I 
haue maintaincd lim thus longs, and would faine have him 
to be in his braucric fill; would this ſuite plcaſc her huſ- 
band ? Nay, would hee not ware both bor and her ie- 


queſt? yetthis 15 the ecalc of all carthilv minded .cacn ; they 


' 
. 


would faine hauc theſe ourwad thin: 9s, pray what would 
1 ' ' ' 4 
tNeV GCOC WIEN Them = CUCN peng them vpon their OWNne 


Juſtices, ana that 15 to commit ſpirituall ſOornication againſt 


the Lord : in which regard he is ſo round with them in this 
place; Yee ad»/terers, and adv{tereſjer, row je not that the 
lone of theworld nt th ewnitie of Cod 7 110 15S nOt "netic ſpiri- 
tuall adulteric, but cnmitic againſt Cod : in ſo much that 
hc concludeth in the words immed atly following :Hhge- 


, / © » = 
ſnewey there foremriibre a friend of the world : tat 5, luc 45 


worldly men doe , for his dict, for his apparcll, for his 
car age, for his drifts and purpoſes, &c. 1uch 2n one 
muaberh hinlelfe the encmte of God : he is fo indecde what. 
ſfocucr he concciue cf Gods Inuve towards him ,and 
thercforc will God ſhevr liniiciic an enemy ro\1 arazhim, 
The dritt wee ſee): fthe' words 1i5to draiwe th c people 
of Good from thoſe miferabl: contentions and vexations 
which were among them , which he doth by rebuking 
them, and that lor pe ciall taulcs, ' 
1, Some. 
6. : fg 
ob/ob 


Ss 


Private Contenttons. 


(1. So me invwecd, to wit, 
{ r, their luſfing after, and immoderate defiring of 
} earthly things, ; 
< n 
| 2. T1 heir enuic that others ſhould ſpeece better then 
|  themſelues, 
L 2. Sume outiward, viz. brawling and ſtrife, about which 

he ſpends many words, becauſe almoſt all theirlife was $ 

ſpent el icrein. From both v (hich he terrifics them by the 

ill eftects. Firſt, that they £ got nothing, Secondly —_ 

they endangered their owne fſoules in making thein= 

ſclues adulterers & adultereſles,and ſo enemies to God, 

and God to them. And thus much tor the me aning and 

order of the words. 

Verl.t. From Wphence ave warres and contentions amo; iT 
you ? namely that arc proveliots. et thathe doth ſo ſharpely 
take vp them for their mucuall diſcord and diflenfion, the 
generall doctrine is, that 

Itisa moff horrible fine and ſhame for Chriſtians to D»#.r.; 
live in ſtrife and contention, and to breake out intobraw- Strife agr 
ling and paſhon, Gnne, | 

Firſt the cauſes arc very bad, one of which the Apolile ,, 
pointeth at where he izith, Whereas there ts among you en- , 
ay and frife, and dewifens 5, are yee not carnall,and walbe as 
wen ? as if he ſhould haue ſaid, when ye arc maiccontent, 
and paſhonate, and cucr fallin 2 OUT ON with auother, doc 
you thinke, that this is fro: n faith, an« lack mn the fleſh ; 
yes ſurclie | it iscuen from the fleſh: for where there is bitter 
ſtrife and enuyiag in the heart, all rhe wi {Jome that ſuch 
are led by,is earthly, ſenſuall and diuclhih:and thiS$nay be 
the ſecond reaſon why contentionis fucha gricuots (inne, 
namely,Becauſc thole that ars thereunto given, are led not 
onely by lo i] a guide as their owne ſenſual wiſedome that 
was neuer raught them by God and his word,burfarther 
they are guided by Saran: for the Apoſtle Lanes ſaith that 
their wiledome i is divelliſh:now if it be a foule ſhame to be 
led by ſenſe as a beaſt, wis itto be led by Satan as his vaſſal? .£ 
Another caulc of this finne is giuen by Salomon, w _ Reaſon 261 
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hee faith, Onel through pride m1 maketh contention. $0 
much hautineſle as there is in the heart, ſo much diſcon- 
tenement are men {ubiect \ ntO; I others v rong them 1n 
d-cd,they cannot: beare it: i; itoc bur in their conceit, a 
15 one, ticy will ch:fc and frctar it: and all 15 pr 
hence, that they thinke better 0! cthemtelues then 
God,or mca doc, or then in truth there is a y ul 
wiry any {(h ould doe. 

Seco! idly,as the cauſe this finne are ill, fo arc 


tes furtabile : tor \\ nerc 4 {1 ', #4 #8 75.4 3251 4 


[eartron,and al manner of em , In what hca 


what houſe ſocuer thoſe vices ret; 1cPprc L rd et 
men may cuidentiy Perccl.ic, t at che 2 rc X 
Euill xords,e | 
and (anc bcarc 
polutions. 

Further, as contention puls on ; | | 
good : it makes the yon 5 That ey Cannot pra 
all © uprequeſts to 109, wee mult life vp purc han 
out wrath, &c. they cavnot heare, becauſe good he 
mult be flow to wrath, and recere the word with me 
As forthe Lords ſupper, they cannot bee meet partakers 
t, becauſe it is a Sacrament of loue, and if wee would b 
forgiucn, we mul. torgruetin a word, they are vnti; 
ry good worke : for thewrath of man acc ompli/vet 


% 


7 ( 10 1 
altly,this is it which ruinates both perſons and fami- 

( ran / WH le drvited A AMN rF of (elfe CARYOT [t, ud ; N 
dome "be itneuerſo mighty ) lmded 1g am/t it lellt 
ſhailbe < olxte, And if this be a ſure thing, thac where bre 
taren dwell cogether in vnity, God hath appointed his 
bleſſing and life for cucrmore, then itiyas certaine on th 


: 


otlict hde, that where men liue in contihuail ſtri'c net 


F 
'” - 


1 death for currmor 

IC IDCENG 1 
ling, becaule thines v: 
ould hauc them, Some thereaeass 


riuate Contentions. 9 
deed chat when they fall to open brawles,go by the worſe, 


becauſe they are ouer-matched, and therefore they will fit 

and mope in a corner : butynto ſuch /ames ſpeaketh, ſay- 

ing, Sigh vor one againſt another. So that there are hghers Jam. s.. | 

as well as chiders,and both condemned by the word. Sigh | 

one for another wee may(asifa friend or a child of ours 

haue ſlinned, it is an happie thing if we can weepein ſecret 

for them ) but wee mult not figh one againſt another, no | | 

more then we may chafe one againſt anothcr, Wee muſt ; 

not when wee are alone muſe of the vukindnefle of fuch 4 

and ſuch, and ſo grow to bitter thoughts againſt them ; | 

that is a wofull thing,and will bee a hard reckoning for vs 

at length : for ( as /amer addeth ) the ludge ts at the doore : b 1 

and the Alliſes will be fearefull tor all juch perſons. | | 
If thy cauſe be good, and thy conſcience good, God is "a5 1] 

at hand to rightall thy wrongs : but when men give them- 

ſeluesto fretting and bitter diſcontentmente, it is as much 

in effect, as it they ſhould fay, that God isno equall ludge, 

and therefore they cannot reft ſatisfied with his gouern- 

ment: yetare they ready enough in their diſtempered fits 

to prophane the name of God, by calling him to be judge 

in their cauſes : as Sarah did, when her maid defpiſed her, 

God be indge betweene me ard thee ((aith (he to her husband) Genas.y, 

butif the Lord had come, ſhe would haue been the loſer, 


For God being a moſtrighteous Iudge, would have exami- 3-18 
ned both parties, and then who would haue been found in "8 y i 
the greater fault? Abraham tooke Hagar, but who was the mT ol 


caule of it?was not Sareb?the greateſt complainers and ex- 
claimcrs,are viſually moſt faulty themſclues : and therefore 1 
letchrittans be aſhamed to be fo clamorous & contentious of. 'Y 
vpon euery occaſion : forto bee ſo vnpeaceable amonglt I 
men, ſheweth that there is lictle acquaintance with the 
God of peace ; therefore let vs rather goe from our owne- 
right, and yeeld alictle,thenbe (ill falling our with our 
—— : better it is to loſe ſome of our ourward come 
moditics, thenzo.loſe our inward and outward peace. : wa 
But why ſhould I fo abaſe my iclie, as re yeeld _ Obie(/ 19mg Wh 
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Objeſt;on. 
9, Anſwer. 
| *3Cor.13.5. 
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'Þ Y | Anger againſt 
| how dul- 


To A Remedie agam 
him ? Nay why ſhoald you be ſobaſe minded, as to yeeld 
ynto the diuell? for whoſoeucr giueth place vnto anger 
and wrath, | _ place vnto the divell. Moltabominable 
therefore is that falling out which is among profeſſors: 
though there be many things amiſle ina familie, yet if there 
be mut uall loue and compaſhon. and tender heartednes; 
croſlcs are made much caber, and burdens much lighter 
then elle they would be: wherezeife icre be bra? vles inthe 
familie, eucry | lightafflichon is made heauie : what a dif 
race therefore 15s it for the ſubiets of y Prince of peace to 
- at ſuch yariance among themſelues?It is for dogges and 
{wine to be barking and biting one at another : :butto ſee 
Sheepe or Lambes tearing one another,al the world w ould- 
wonder at it: It chen we proſeſſe thar Chriſt is our ſhep- 
heard, and we his ſheepe, how can we with any comfort 
looke him inthe#face when wee fo farre difter from the 
nature and properties of his ſheepe, in eating vp our owne 
heartes with griefes, and miniſtring continuall vexation 
ynto others,and biting 2 and deuouring one an other? 
Buc beere will ſome obiections be made, for as cuery 
one 15 more guilrie, ſo will he haue more coltursto hide 
his corruptions from the view of the world,Some wil grant 


that they are often diſcontented indeed, butthey haue rea« 


{on ſo to be. Let vs heare their reaſons then, 

One is, that they are prouoked, 

But whoran proucke a ſhcepe to barke and bite ? crue 
Chriſtian love is not prouoked : ſo that it is not the prouo- 
cation withour, bur want of true loue within and abufi- 
dance of ſelfe-loue that cauleth you to be ſo paſſonare, 

But who.can choſe burbe angry at finne? that is it that 
mooucth me. 

; Bur fee wherher this: faire ſhew doe not proceed 
from foule hypocriſte, and the Lordopen our eyes that 
we may ſec it. Your anger (you fay) is from hatred of hinne: 
well, let vs examine the matter a little, 

Firft, doe you hate your owne finnes, and haue they 
caulcd youasoftento breake your iceþs,asthe injuriesof 

\ others2 
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others? Nay, that way they muſt needes confeſſe they are 
more ſparing: that then is nothing elie but plaine diffimw- 
lation, to pretend griefe for anothers finne:when you haue 
little or none for your owne, 

Secondly, ſuch as grieue for the faultes of any, and are 
deſirous to reforme them, wil vie a good and diſcreet order 
in dealing with the parties, obſeruing all circumſtances 
for that end. As namely, firit the circumſtance of time that 
they wil notpreſently ypon the committing ofthe offence 
flie in their faces in the views of al the Randers by,ſecking 
to diſgrace them to the vtrtermoſt but will waite the fitteſt 
opportunitie, when with mot benefite and lezft blemiſhto 
the partie,they may help him againſt corruption. Secondly, 
ascuery linne is greater, fo they will be more incenſed a- 
gainſt it: and heerein doth the hypocrihe of many appeare, 
chat they will bee more mooued at ſome ſinall offence, 
wherein they themſelucs are rouched, then at a farre grea- 
ter matter, that nothing concernes their credit or commo- 
ditie, though it d6 never ſo much concerne Gods glorie, 
Such may goe masked vnder the vaile of hypocrifie, but 
God will difcouer their falſe pretences in the end, neither 
let them euer looke for comfort in the time of fickeneſle or 
of death from ſuch kind of zeale againſt finne. 

Indeed there is corruption in all, and wee are too ſen- 
ible of 1njurics : but the godly doe condemne it in them- 
ſelnes,and are never content til they can be moretroubled 
at ſinnes, whereby God is diſhonoured, then at infirmi. 
ties. and iniuries, whereby they themſelues are wronged, 

Thirdly, if any be diſpleaſed at finne he wil vic all good 
remedies for the healing thereof the wil reprone and ad- 
moniſh, and exhort,and all from a louing and mercitull 
heart, yea, he wil joyne vnto theſe heartie prayer for a 
bleſſing vpon his indeauours. This we ſee in Moſes : he 
was very angry againſt the ſinne of the Iſraelites in making 
the golden calfe, and ſnewed his iuſt anger in executing 
judgement vpon the ringleaders inthat hainous offence : 
but withall we muſt note that he was neuer more feruent 
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in prayer for them, then atthattime, Thoſe therefore that 
are ſo farre moued,that they cannor ſpeake vntothe offen- 
ders in giuing them good and louing aduice, nor ſpeake 
for them vnto God in putting vp harty and earneſt re- 
quelts,ſuch(Ifay)may be aſſured thattheir anger isnotthe 
zcale of the fpirit,but the heat of the fleſh, which they can 
haue no comfort in,but muſt be humbled for it, &leaue it, 

Aſccond vie of this is for inſtruction, that if euer wee 
looke for peace with God and comfort in our ſoules, and 
good. eftimation amongſt Gods children, then let vs 
take heed as of other fnnes, ſo of this finne of paſſion and 
diftemper. Do men deale with vs as enemies? let ys loue 
them Doe they wrong vs ?let vs pray for them, Do the 
ſpeake cuill of vs? let vs ſpeake the beftof themand to 
them : for that is Chriſt his ce unſell ; and hereby ſhall men 
knor7, that we are his Diſciples,if wee loue one an other : 
lohn 1 3.35. whereas otherwiſe they may ſuſpe& ys to bee 
hypocrites,if we hate one another, 

And further,hereby ſhal we aſſure our hearts before God, 
that we are of the truth, and that we doe pertaine to his fa- 
milie : and this every Chriſtian that hath aay acquaintance 
with his owne heart, will confeſle, that when hee is moſt 
mercifull and moltreadyto pur vp injuries and indigni- 
ties, then he hath moſt comfortable aſſurance of his owne 
faluation,and can moſt cheerefully looke vp voto God in 
Chiiſt,as one that hath intercſt in him, 

But how may a man become thus peaceable and quiet ? 
it mult needs be acknowledged that contention is a foule 
finne,and an horrible ſhame, but how may I maſter my vi- 
olent paſſions,and become more mild ms calme ? 

The Lord telleth you how to vanquiſh, and kill this 
corruption : and one meanes is: 

x Often to exanſine your owne heart :the Apoſtle wil- 
leth men to ſhew all meckeneſſe towards all mey. Bur ( might 
ſome ſay) | amofan haſtie nature, ready to bee prouoked, 
and therfore I cannot endure ſuch iniuries as men offer me. 


Bat remember what you -haue ſaid and done againſt 
others, 


rivate { ontentions. 


others, eſpecially againſt God, and that will abate the 
pride of your heart, Haue not you beene wwmxiſe, diſobedient, 
and lining in malitionſneſſe, and enuie, batefull, and hating 5- 
thers? In which regard, the wiſe mans counlell is, that a 


man ſhould not rake notice of euery fault of his ſeruant, E cl.7.24.14, 


but paſſe by many : and why ? becauſe every mans ſoule 
can tell him though men cannot charge him, that he hath 
committed the like, or greater faults againſt God or men; 
which if we could well confider,mens vnkindneſles would 
leeme nothing in oureyes: for when our owne fines lie 
heauie, others wrongs he light : and when wee feele not 
the weight of inne in any good meaſure,euerytrifling of- 
fence of men ſeemes an hainouscrime vnto vs. 

A ſecond helpe again(t wrathiull paſhons is, to be afſu- 
red of the remiſhon of our ſinnes. Bee yee comrteons one ts 
another ( ſaith the Apolile ) and tender hearted. So 1 
will ( will ſome fay ) fo long as they vic mee well : bur if 
theydeale otherwiſe, and begin to docmee m——— 
ſhall heare of it, whoſocuer they bee, Oh deale not fo 

ſaith Paul ) But forrme one another, een as God for Chrift 


1s ſake forgave you, Secing the Lord hath ſent his ſonne, E 


and the fonne hath giuen his blood, and the holy Ghoſt 
hath ſprinkled the fame vpon your hearts, for the waſh= 
ing away of all your iniquities, ſtand not with men 
for ſmall pertie injuries, but forgiue and forget them : 
and afluredly whoſoever hath - the. comfortable fee- 
ling of the pardon of his finnes, cannot but doe fo, When 
Steven ſaw Chriſt ficting at the right hand of God in hea- 
uen, and was aſſured that hee had ſaued him from his fins, 
and that he ſhould forthwithy goe vnto him, hee could 
kneele downe, and with all meekenefle pray for his moſt 
bitter enemies, that were- tha toning of him, neither 
were they ſo mad againſt him to doe him hurt, as hee was 
earneſt with God forthem toprocure their good, 

The third and laſt remedie is to denie carnall reaſon : 
for that is an ill guide thac leadeth y3out of the way. Euer 


marke this in reuengefull perſons, when they are reproued 
B3 tor 
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